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H. Stephnes is that the author, to a considerable extent, 
has reversed the usual process; instead of letting the his- 
tory of the period serve as a background for the biography, 
he causes Mr. Stephens to serve as an excellent setting for 
a discussion of the history of nullification and secession. 
This criticism, however, merely reflects the reader's dis- 
appointment at not being told somewhat more of Mr. 
Stephens himself. It should be qualified by saying that 
notwithstanding the scarcity of personal details, the author 
has succeeded in giving a notably clear view of the pictur- 
esque and pathetic character and career of his subject. 

The historical chapters, especially "The Secession Agi- 
tation of 1850-1," "Nullification at the North." "Georgia 
Secedes," and "Seventy Years of Disunion," are very well 
done, and even though they add little to previous knowledge 
of the issues involved, they rank with the best attempts 
which have been made to tell impartially and accurately 
the full story of disunion agitation. Most of the informa- 
tion is derived from the official records and from well-known 
secondary sources, and, so far as Stephens is concerned, from 
the biography by Johnson and Brown, Cleveland's "Life, 
Letters, and Speeches," Waddell's "Life of Linton 
Stephens," and from Stephen's own writings, especially 
the "Constitutional View" and the "Prison Diary." It is 
the only biography of Stephens now in print, and the only 
non-contemporary account of his life which we have. It is 
interestingly written, and should have wide use. 

C. S. T. 

BRIEF NOTICES 

The United States: An Experiment in Democracy. By 
Carl Becker. (New York: Harper & Brothers, c. 1920. pp. 
333.) 

"The average American never doubts that the remedy 
for democracy is more democracy. The whole history of 
the United States has been a process of trying to get more 
democracy." Professor Becker's book is, a highly interest- 
ing and stimulating attempt to analyze the nature and the 
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applications of this democracy. He traces first its develop- 
ment through colonial days and the revolution, through 
the framing and subsequent interpretation of the Consti- 
tution, and through the course of our early foreign relations. 
He then follows it through the later period of industrial 
development and economic change, examining it with rela- 
tion to slavery, to the public lands, to immigration, and to 
education. The book is important as a popular presenta- 
tion of crucial periods in our history, in their relation to the 
fundamental principles on which the government was 
founded ; and as a keen critical analysis of our institutions, 
which must in coming years evolve a new economic democ- 
racy to supplement the old political democracy. 

C. S. T. 

History of the University of Virginia, 1819-1919. (The 
Lengthened Shadow of One Man.) By Philip Alexander 
Bruce, LL.B., LL.D. (New York : The Macmillan Company, 
c. 1920. Vol. 1, pp. XIV, 376 ; Vol. 2, pp. 395.) 

These are the first two volumes of a Centennial history of 
the University of Virginia, the full story of which is to be 
told "as a succession of periods — each period growing out of 
the preceding one, but dissimilar in length, in problems, and 
in achievements." The two volumes at hand will be of 
interest not only to graduates of the university, but to all 
students of education in America in the early part of the 
last century. 

An introductory chapter is devoted to Thomas Jefferson's 
political principles' religious views, love of science, and 
taste for architecture. The first of the nine periods into 
which the entire work is to be divided tells of Jefferson's 
life-long faith in education and of his many efforts to arouse 
interest in the project of a state university for Virginia. 
The second period is that of "Germination," telling the story 
of the beginnings of the academy and of the college. "The 
Building of the University" is the third period. Of more 
general interest is the fourth period, the "Formative and 



